—Upwards of 500 angry 
workers and youth gathered outside of the Teaneck 
National Guard Armory on Sunday to protest the U.S. 
military’s active support and local New Jersey Zion- 
ists participation in the genocide in Palestine. An Is- 
raeli real estate company, My Home in Israel, is one of 
many companies around the world where Zionists are 
clamoring to purchase lands where workers in Pal- 
estine have been violently displaced (NYT, 3/11). As 
mass starvation and famine sets in due to the imperi- 
alist genocide of workers in Palestine, workers around 
the world are intensifying their rage which manifested 
at the protest of this property showcase. 


The U.S. bosses revealed again their role in the gen- 
ocide by calling out local Teaneck police to insure that 
the showcase took place. About half a dozen members 
of Progressive Labor Party (PLP) attended and hun- 
dreds of CHALLENGES were distributed, as well as a 
letter of anti-racist solidarity connecting workers from 
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Gaza to workers facing eviction and gentrification in 
New Jersey.PLP demonstrated once again that in spite 
of the limited, nationalist leadership of the anti-occu- 
pation movement, our class supports the internation- 
alist vision of workers’ power and that our ideas are 
indeed mass ideas. 


While the Zionist counterprotesters were to be ex- 
pected, what was not expected was the militant reac- 
tion from workers. A group of young and courageous 
workers confronted them during the rally in front of 
the Teaneck armory, setting a militant tone for the rest 
of the day. Meanwhile the bosses quickly showed that 
their lackey police were there only to serve and pro- 
tect the racists and Zionists. When one lone Zionist 
showed up across the street from the rally at the ar- 
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mory, dozens of courageous youth crossed the street 
and encircled him with chants and flags. 


As members of PLP, we met before the rally, devel- 
oped our own strategy for security, and ensured that 
we were supportive but not spontaneously driven to 
a fight that our class was not prepared for. The an- 
ger and desperation that workers feel can only be 
resolved by waging internationalist class war against 
phony capitalist democracy and its inevitable path to 
inter-imperialist war and fascism. 


Later on during the demonstration we drew on 
workers anger and militancy against another group 
of Zionist counter protesters by leading dozens in 
a chant calling them the Nazi fascists that they are. 
Many antiracist workers were invigorated at the iden- 
tification of Zionism with the historical fact of fascism 
during World War II. Our goal was to offer a counter- 
narrative to the lie that anti-Zionism is anti-semitism, 
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OUR FIGHT 


Progressive Labor Party (PLP) fights to destroy 
capitalism and the dictatorship of the capitalist 
class. We organize workers, soldiers and youth 
into a revolutionary movement for communism. 


The dictatorship of the working class — com- 
munism—can provide a lasting solution to the 
disaster that is today’s world for billions of people. 
This cannot be done through electoral politics, but 
requires a revolutionary movement and a mass 
Red Army led by PLP. 


Worldwide capitalism, in its relentless drive for 
profit, inevitably leads to war, fascism, poverty, 
disease, starvation and environmental destruc- 
tion. The capitalist class, through its state power 
— governments, armies, police, schools and cul- 
ture — maintains a dictatorship over the world’s 
workers. The capitalist dictatorship supports, and 
is supported by, the anti-working-class ideologies 
of racism, sexism, nationalism, individualism and 
religion. 


While the bosses and their mouthpieces claim 
“communism is dead,’ capitalism is the real failure 
for billions worldwide. Capitalism returned to 
Russia and China because socialism retained 
many aspects of the profit system, like wages and 
privileges. Russia and China did not establish 
communism. 


Communism means working collectively to 
build a worker-run society. We will abolish work 
for wages, money and profits. While capitalism 
needs unemployment, communism needs every- 
one to contribute and share in society’s benefits 
and burdens. 


Communism means abolishing racism and 
the concept of “race.” Capitalism uses racism to 
super-exploit Black, Latin, Asian and indigenous 
workers, and to divide the entire working class. 


Communism means abolishing the special 
oppression of women— sexism—and divisive 
gender roles created by the class society. 


Communism means abolishing nations and 
nationalism. One international working class, one 
world, one Party. 


Communism means that the minds of millions 
of workers must become free from religion’s false 
promises, unscientific thinking and poison- 
ous ideology. Communism will triumph when 
the masses of workers can use the science of 
dialectical materialism to understand, analyze 
and change the world to meet their needs and 
aspirations. 


Communism means the Party leads every 
aspect of society. For this to work, millions of 
workers — eventually everyone — must become 
communist organizers. Join Us! 


CONTACT US 


Email: desafio.challenge@gmail.com 
Mail: Box 808 GPO, Brooklyn, NY 11202 
Internet: Online: www.plp.org 

Twitter: @PLPchallenge 
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Instagram: @ PLPchallenge 
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Appearance & essence 
of liberal fascists call 
for ceasefire 


The latest response to the state terror in Gaza from 
Genocide Joe Biden and Top KKKop Kamala Harris is 
a classic case of appearance and essence (see box). Be- 
tween Biden’s announcement of “aid” drops and Harris’ 
phony call for a ceasefire, the main wing of the U.S. rul- 
ing class wants it to appear that they care about the mass 
slaughter and starvation in Palestine. But the essence is 
that the liberal rulers are terrified of international fight- 
back and of isolationist Donald Trump recapturing the 
White House. 


Despite the desperate efforts of the capitalist media 
to mislead and confuse us, more and more workers are 
seeing the Democrats’ true colors. In a period of nine 
days, hundreds of thousands of workers—including 19 
percent of the total vote in Minnesota and 13 percent in 
Michigan and North Carolina—slapped Biden by voting 
“uncommitted” or “no preference” in the presidential 
primaries. Once-loyal liberal voters are disgusted and 
appalled by the Democrats’ complicity in arming Israel 
and enabling the racist mass murder in Gaza. On the 
international stage, a declining U.S. has little influence 
over events in the Middle East, or even over Israel, in- 
creasing the risk of a wider war in the region. 


Global fightback against 
genocide and starvation 
The Zionists’ brutal ethnic cleansing has captured the 
attention of the international working class. On March 
2, more than one hundred cities around the world 
staged "Shut it Down for Palestine" protests (ENN, 3/2). 
Over the last five months, millions of workers have said 
no to genocide and imperialist war. Though the politics 
in this struggle are mostly nationalist and reformist, this 
multiracial movement, led mainly by youth and women, 
has inspired our class. The Progressive Labor Party can 
do more to root itself in the mass organizations driving 
this international fightback. Our political line—that the 
only solution to nationalist genocide is a communist 
revolution--has never been truer. But we still need to 
win masses of workers to see the need for a communist 
party as the only way out of this capitalist hell. 


Famines don’t happen overnight. Prior to the Israel 
invasion last October, malnutrition was essentially non- 
existent in Gaza. Today, according to humanitarian or- 
ganizations, it has the highest proportion of people liv- 
ing in food deprivation in the world (Guardian, 3/6). At 
the highest risk are children, who make up half of Gaza’s 
population. Thanks to the Zionists’ blockades, as World 
Food Programme Executive Director Cindy McCain 
noted, “People in Gaza risk dying of hunger just miles 
from trucks filled with food” (World Health Organiza- 
tion, 1/15). With more than half a million people in 
Gaza one step away from famine (U.N. Office for the Co- 
ordination of Humanitarian Affairs), the 38,000 meals 
recently dropped by the U.S. are pathetically inadequate 
(AP News, 3/2). 


After months of inaction and obscene indifference, 
it's no coincidence that Harris's call for a limited cease- 
fire or Biden’s celebration of the airdrops occurred 
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Understanding Apperance and Essence 

Dialectical materialism is the Marxist theory that 
historical events result from the conflict of opposing 
social forces—from a series of contradictions and their 
solutions. “Appearance and essence” is one category 
of dialectical materialism. The essence is the truth of 
something at its core, something that’s often hard to 
see it because it lies so deep within the thing. Appear- 
ance is what is readily visible about the thing. Because 
there is a tendency to avoid digging deep to discover 
a thing’s essence, misleading appearances tend to be- 
come conventional wisdoms. For example, the U.S. 
Democratic Party leaders might appear to be more 
compassionate and pro-worker than the Republicans 
because they pretend to care about racism, poverty, 
and reproductive health. In essence, however, they are 
controlled by the billionaires of finance capital. These 
misleaders will resort to lies and deceit to try to gain 
workers’ allegiance to their agenda for fascism and 
world war. 


within days of the Democratic primary humiliations 
(Reuters, 3/7). Regardless of whether Biden or fellow 
criminal Trump win in November, electoral politics can 
never change the capitalist system. An end to exploita- 
tion, racism, sexism, and war will never be on the ballot. 
Only a mass revolutionary communist party has the po- 
tential to turn the guns around and transform imperial- 
ist war into communist revolution. 


Ceasefire call driven by bosses’ cynicism 

In her hypocritical speech to a crowd commemorat- 
ing the famous antiracist civil rights fightback in Selma, 
Alabama, Harris called for an “immediate ceasefire” 
five months into the U.S.-funded slaughter of workers in 
Palestine. The Democratic Party is hemorrhaging Black, 
Latin, and Muslim workers from their ranks. These are 
the same workers that the liberal finance capitalist boss- 
es need to recruit into their inevitable wars with Iran, 
Russia, and China over Middle Eastern trade routes and 
control over the region’s oil. Harris’ speech was nothing 
more than a cynical attempt to win these workers back 
into the Democrats’ fold. 


From the loss of Iran in 1979 to the U.S. military deba- 
cles in Iraq and Syria to weakened relations with petro- 
leum kingpin Saudi Arabia, the U.S. has little clout left in 
the region. As its imperialist rivals keep making politi- 
cal and economic inroads, the U.S. ruling class is forced 
to stand by Israel, even if doing so risks a wider war 
the U.S. isn’t ready to wage. At the same time, the U.S. 
bosses have little leverage over hardline Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Though Harris made a 
show of meeting with Benny Gantz, Netanyahu’s main 
political rival, the fact is that both Gantz and Netanyahu 
are on the Israeli War Cabinet. Both have signed off on 
the genocide of workers and children in Palestine. If the 
U.S. still wielded the global power it had fifty years ago, 
Biden wouldn't have to resort to building a temporary 
port off the Mediterranean to bypass Israeli blockades 
of aid into Gaza (Associated Press, 3/7) And Netanyahu 
wouldn’t be pursuing an invasion of Rafah in violation 
of Biden’s toothless “red line” (Politico 3/10) 


The only solution is communist revolution 

While most workers aren’t falling for the Democrats’ 
charade, they are a long way from committing to the 
fight for a communist revolution. While the essence of 
the main wing's agenda is visible to many, the working 
class still struggles to see the potential of our class to run 
the world and serve workers’ needs. But while the revo- 
lutionary beacons in Russia and China have been lost in 
the dark night of the current period, Progressive Labor 
Party's flame is small but bright! For our class sisters and 
brothers to be moved to join us, we must expand our 
potential by working in mass organizations and raising 
antiwar struggles everywhere we are. There is no day 
like today to fight back against imperialist war and end 
these capitalist horrors for good. Join us! 
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Teachers Fight against genocide and 
confront zionists at union meeting 


union leaders into ruling that consideration of the 
resolution “out of order” They issued a leaflet filled 


- with distortions and lies and called for a pro-Israel 


rally outside the union meeting. The vice president 


=“ gave in to the pressure and declared the resolution 


Calling for a ceasefire is not enough! From Gaza to Maryland, our children deserve 
a communist world— where they can survive and thrive. 


WASHINGTON, DC, March 6—Today a bold el- 
ementary school teacher fought to present a ceasefire 
resolution to stop genocide in Gaza at his union meet- 
ing (the Montgomery County Education Association). 
Over 200 teachers - many more than usual - attended 
this meeting in response to the controversy over the 
runup to this resolution. This struggle demonstrated 
that fighting Israeli fascism and its U.S. ruling class 
backers must be on everyone’s agenda. The com- 
munist Progressive Labor Party (PLP) brought revo- 
lutionary analysis to this activity, arguing that only 
armed struggle for communist revolution will ulti- 
mately defeat fascism. 


Antiracists versus zionists 
The teacher had submitted a request to present the 
NBI (new business item) containing the resolution for 
ceasefire back in January. After months of setbacks 


and redirections from union leaders, the resolution 
was finally cleared for presentation and ensuing de- 
bate at the March representative assembly meeting 
for the MCEA. The teacher worked with the union 
vice president who would chair the meeting to deter- 
mine the best way to present the resolution. But the 
Jewish Community Relations Council of Washington 
DC (JCRC), a local pro-genocide zionist organization, 
got wind of this upcoming resolution from pro-Israel 
teachers, some of whom threatened to quit the union 
if the resolution was even brought up for debate! 


The JCRC had already succeeded in pressing the 
Montgomery County school administration to place 
several teachers on administrative leave based on 
spurious antisemitism charges (CHALLENGE, 1/17 
& 2/28). 


The zionists set their sights on intimidating the 


Educator wins back job 


A fighting lesson for defeating 
liberal fascism in the classroom 


NEW YORK CITY, March 11—After 100 days of be- 
ing administratively reassigned for pro-Palestine ad- 
vocacy, an educator was victoriously returned to the 
classroom. Accused of pushing a political agenda, this 
educator was abruptly taken from and finally put back 
into the classroom thanks to a powerful school com- 
munity fight back. 


The liberal ruling class supporters of Israeli fascists 
openly demonstrated their hypocrisy and repression 
proclaiming political neutrality while attacking op- 
position to their genocidal war in Gaza. This double 
standard was obvious for the whole school to see. 
Every educator knows that what and how they teach 
in a classroom is a political act—a Zionist or a capital- 
ist would surely not face any criticism. 


The “apolitical” education stance of the liberal fas- 
cist rulers weaves ideological illusions of inclusion 
and pluralism to maintain domestic support for their 
horrific slaughter of our class brothers and sisters 
abroad. As capitalism goes through increasing cri- 
ses, it is necessary more than ever to see through and 
struggle against liberalism in all forms. 
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Fighting back in a Dark Night 

Through this educational struggle, there were valu- 
able lessons to be learned about organizing under 
increasing fascism. In this Dark Night of political or- 
ganizing and fightback, there are often very low lev- 
els of class consciousness. This includes even sellout 
unions like the main caucus of the United Federa- 
tion of Teachers. They prefer under-the-table deals 
with bosses as well as secrecy and isolation for union 
members. 


Against fears of reprisals from the bosses, workers 
must bring things to light and defend one another. 
The working class is weaker when we are not joined 
together in a multiracial struggle. The bosses count on 
fragmentation and fear to silence those of us under at- 
tack. Though the union attempted this silencing strat- 
egy, it was the work of organizing parents, students, 
and teachers that ultimately brought the educator 
back to the school. 


Our strategy ultimately paid off with parents agi- 
tating against the administration, students gathering 
their peers, and teachers pressuring the union to take 
a class-struggle stance. To fend off ruling class attacks, 
it is necessary to continuously base build with those 
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“out of order” and moved on to another agenda item. 
One angry teacher leaped from her seat objecting to 
that decision and was threatened with being removed 
from the meeting! Other teachers walked out of the 


` meeting in disgust at their leaders. The lame excuse 
the vice president and the union lawyer gave for cav- 


ing to zionist pressure was a bylaw in the Union’s rule- 


| book that says the MCEA is a local entity and doesn’t 


have authority to speak on anything outside of the 
“local nexus” 


Antiracists keep fighting! 

But the anti-genocide teacher was not done! Dur- 
ing the “open mic” portion of the agenda, he declared 
that the bylaw and the vice president’s decision was 
what was “out of order” and gave a strong principled 
speech about the need for the union to come down 
on the side of oppressed workers everywhere, espe- 
cially where ongoing genocide was occurring. “We are 
antiracist teachers and if we are trying to fight racism 
we must fight it everywhere we see it—not just our 
town, county, state or country—we must be inter- 
national and unite—Jewish, Arab, Black, White and 
Latin must unite and be one to fight racism!” He read 
the entire “out of order” ceasefire resolution to many 
appreciative teachers. Other teachers then stepped to 
the mic in solidarity. Since the meeting, other teach- 
ers have sent emails of support to the resolution’s au- 
thor, so the future is bright. 


Meanwhile, outside the meeting, PLP members 
and other anti-genocide organizers rallied in sup- 
port of the teacher, chanting “Stop Killing Babies” and 
“Workers of the World Unite” while the JCRC mem- 
bers, defended by 11 armed police, pitifully chanted 
“School Solutions, Not War Resolutions” PLP mem- 
bers distributed CHALLENGEs and PLP flyers and 
made contacts with new organizers, ensuring that 
more revolutionary consciousness will be raised in 
the days to come. But an ominous fact was that the Zi- 
onists slightly outnumbered the anti-genocide organ- 
izers. We must increase our base building and mobi- 
lization among our friends and co-workers to ensure 
that we control the streets when fascists threaten. 


who will collectively work to defend one another. To 
do so makes it possible to force the ruling class to pay 
a price for their actions while raising consciousness 
in struggle. Above all, the knowledge that there is col- 
lectivity can empower those who otherwise might feel 
defeated, exhausted, scared, or isolated. 


This victory is to be celebrated. However, winning 
this reform is not nearly enough. Without a revolu- 
tionary party to fight for a communist horizon, it is 
too easy to forget the lessons of struggle in this Dark 
Night. One such lesson from the past that should not 
be forgotten is the Nazi policy of Gleichschaltung, 
which saw nearly all German teachers enlisting in the 
project of fascism. 


These fascist and nationalist ideas in education 
continue today as many teachers in the U.S. remain 
complicit in the schools bombed and students killed 
in Gaza today. As capitalism continues to deteriorate, 
teachers will undoubtedly be on the front lines of en- 
forcing violence against migrants, unhoused people, 
and those caught in the middle of an inter-imperialist 
war. Against these threats, together with the Progres- 
sive Labor Party, we will continue to fight back! 
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From NYC to Palestine 


Learning to fight, fighting to learn 
amid genocide & rising fascism 


NEW YORK CITY, March 9— This past weekend, 
members and friends of the Progressive Labor Party 
participated in mass action and led a study group 
related to the ongoing genocide against Palestinian 
workers being carried out by the Zionist bosses of Isra- 
el and their imperialist lackeys in the U.S. and Europe. 


IDF, NYPD—from Rafah 
to NYC, HANDS OFF 

With 1.5 million Palestinians currently living on 
top of each other in tents across its city streets, Rafah 
is currently the most densely populated place in the 
world, and vulnerable to ground assault. The mass ac- 
tion in Washington Square Park was called in response 
to these sharpening conditions in Gaza. Despite heavy 
rain, upwards of 1,200 workers filled the square with 
militant energy. 


Approximately two dozen members and friends 
attended, distributing close to 900 copies of CHAL- 
LENGE, and leading sharp multilingual chants call- 
ing for the end of capitalism by way of communist 
revolution. The surrounding crowd echoed “Fight for 


consciousness by the working class here. 


Ramping up of fascism 

This mass demonstration of internationalist unity 
inspires confidence and hope at a time when both are 
much needed. From Rafah to NYC, workers around 
the world are feeling the boot heel of fascism crushing 
their necks against the curb. This action comes amid 
the Biden administration's performative charity of 
dropping aid boxes with malfunctioning parachutes, 
resulting in the death of civilians, rather than simply 
allowing aid trucks to pass through the border. 


Meanwhile, in NYC, workers suffer inflated food 
prices, and cuts to social programs, with liberal fas- 
cist-in-training Governor Kathy Hochul adding 1000 
National Guard soldiers to patrol subways at a time 
when crime is down. The message—that workers 
can and should only expect evermore brutish condi- 
tions—is clear, and workers are beginning to see the 
writing on the wall. 


Nationalism vs. internationalism 
Following the action, we held a study-action group 


that is part of a series that a club of educators has been 
conducting for the last year. We discussed the limits 
of nationalism and teased out lively discussions of 
our position on intersectionality, which seems to be 
the greatest source of disagreement. Of our 25 partici- 
pants that day, some we had just met at the action. 


We look forward to our next meeting and all in all, it 
was a reminder that what we do counts. 


Fight for communism, now’s the time! 

Both the mass action and study group signal an 
optimistic, qualitative shift, but we must remain pre- 
pared, given that such a shift is not necessarily cou- 
pled by sharpened contradictions. We must maintain 
revolutionary optimism and sharpen our understand- 
ing of our line. As such, we must treat all base-building 
opportunities as valuable chances to objectively inter- 
rogate our line. With the rise of World War III on the 
horizon, we cannot shy away from sharp objectivity. 


Build the Progressive Labor Party! Fight for 
communism! 


communism, now’s the time!” 


Bosses’ $ick war plans 
infect healthcare 


NEW YORK CITY, March 
10—The fight against the 
closing of Downstate Medical 
Center heated up this week as 
hundreds of workers, patients, 
and community members ral- 
lied, closing down Clarkson 
Avenue that runs in front of 
the hospital. Members and 
friends of the Progressive La- 
bor Party (PLP) joined the 
rally and distributed all the 
CHALLENGEs we had. We 
emphasized the racist nature 
of attacking healthcare in 
this largely Black neighbor- 
hood that has triple maternal 
mortality and double infant 
mortality than that of white 
workers. 


You can’t turn on the news 
without seeing horrific pic- 
tures of death and dying. Thir- 
ty thousand are dead in Gaza 
under ruthless attack from Is- 
raeli forces, in the latest of the 
decades-long wars over Mid- 
dle Eastern oil. Millions are 
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signaling a shift in class 


dead in ongoing wars in the 
Congo over mineral riches, 
with each of the big powers 
arming one side or the other. 
Now New York State (NYS) 
wants to cut the guts out of 
healthcare in central Brook- 
lyn by closing Downstate Hos- 
pital. Often it is women and 
children who bear the brunt 
in both wars and cutbacks. 


These Brooklyn attacks on 
the working class are connect- 
ed to world events. Down- 
state, a safety net hospital, has 
been shortchanged for years 
in NYS budgeting. The politi- 
cians cry that too much is be- 
ing spent on healthcare. All 
this is against a backdrop of 
$3.8 billion per year going to 
arm Israel, plus a Biden pro- 
posal of $14 billion additional 
to help in the current war 
against Palestinians. The U.S. 
has given Ukraine $46 billion 
in military aid, but only $1.6 
billion in humanitarian aid. 


Expel zionist bosses with 


internationalist workers’ power 


ontinued from page 1 


and workers appreciated that. The imperialist strategy for the past 
75 years has entailed naked support for Zionist Israel as an anchor 
site for their profiteering domination in the oil-rich Middle East, and 
the latest attacks is a exposes U.S. bosses’ imperialist dogfights from 
Yemen to Iran. Thousands of New Jersey National Guard soldiers 
were deployed to unknown parts of the Middle East in the past few 
weeks (News 12 NJ, 1/16). 


The so-called “aid” efforts of the U.S., such as a proposal for a tem- 
porary port on the Gaza coast, will more than likely become launch- 
ing pads for future U.S. operations. The leaders of the protest avoided 
these larger geopolitical concerns and simply declared that one eth- 
no-nationalist Palestinian state was the solution. 


We were there to fill in the gaps and offer a counter-analysis and 
solution through our bullhorns, papers and one-on-one conversa- 
tions. We led dozens in a chant screaming “Arab, Jewish, Black and 
white, same enemy, same fight, workers of the world unite!” And as 
we left, many of the protesters thanked us for our contribution to the 
internationalist militancy of the event. 


Communist internationalism 
smashing racist borders 

The highlight was perhaps when we got dozens of protesters at the 
rally to take letters of support for a Morristown-based PLP comrade 
who stands to face eviction after denouncing the brutal, racist hous- 
ing authority in their remodeling scheme of her complex. Utilizing 
PLP’s slogan that “U.S. Israel Hand in Hand, Racist Displacement is 
the Bosses Plan,” we spread this message at the rally while actively en- 
couraging protesters to send their letters to the Morristown courts in 
defense of our comrade. While PLP could have done more to disrupt 
the rally in front of the armory, we maintained our politics and made 
efforts to bring our line to the fore any chance we got. Many were left 
with these words to ponder on, written by a Morristown PLer: 


Last year, the U.S. gave only 
$3 billion to the World Food 
Program. No penny-pinching 
when it comes to arms, but 
plenty when it comes to the 
care of working people. 


But women are not just 
helpless victims (See IWWD 
article on page 8). Women 
in Gaza and Congo are fight- 
ing to feed and shelter their 
families. It was largely women 
workers at Downstate who 
spearheaded the fight 11 years 
ago to keep it open, and they 
will lead again this time as we 
fight for our patients and our 
jobs. Women, (and children 
grown), will fight alongside 
men from Gaza and Israel, to 
Congo, to Ukraine and Rus- 
sia, to Brooklyn to turn the 
guns around on the callous 
leaders who are killing us to 
feed the imperialist profit 
machine that needs world 
domination. 


It Happens Here and There” 

Waiting on a response from the powers that Be 
To be the powers that see or not to see 

What capitalism is doing to our communities 
Still waiting and contemplating on the next 
Chess move that maybe the best move 

To take down the upside down frown of the 
The people who take the beating with a smile 
Still being whipped in such a clever way 
Because today the scars are not visible 

They use the Willy Lynch tool to break 

Down the mental in hopes that we never 

See or understand that the power is in 

Our hands if we take a stand and fight together! . 
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No war but class war! 


CHICAGO, February 24 -“This was really good! I 
learned so much that I didn’t know.’ This was just one 
of our guests’ responses this evening as a multiracial 
and multigenerational group of over 50 Progressive 
Labor Party (PLP) members and friends came togeth- 
er for our annual Black and Red Celebration. We unit- 
ed to break bread and commemorate the history of 
the leadership and countless contributions that Black 
communists have made to the international working- 
class movement over the past 100 years. 


The main theme of our event this year was “No War 
but Class War.’ In an often unpredictable and danger- 
ous world, where different capitalist forces want us 
to take up arms to shoot and kill our working-class 
siblings, we say that the only fight worth having is the 
one that builds a communist revolution, overthrow- 
ing these bosses and their racist, sexist system! 


Black communists 
lead anti-fascist fightback 

There were four presentations that participants 
rotated to and discussed important questions. One 
presentation was about the role of Black soldiers dur- 
ing the U.S. imperialist slaughter of Vietnam in oppos- 
ing the war and fighting racism that was rampant in 
the U.S. military. Their multiracial unity and militan- 
cy with other soldiers—even to the point where they 
killed their bloodthirsty officers—ultimately helped 
bring the war to an end. 


Another was the role of the Black communists from 
the United States who went to Spain in the late 1930s 
to organize and fight against General Francisco Fran- 
co and his fascist ruling class forces there. They went 
there as part of the International Brigades, integrated 
military units organized by the communist-led Soviet 
Union that crossed into Spain at great risk to fight the 
fascists. Other so-called “democracies” including in 
Europe and the United States took a neutral position 
during the Spanish Civil War or even gave material 
support to Franco’s side. 


Honoring the loss of Black Reds in PLP 

The final two presentations honored two recently 
deceased comrades from the area, Lorrell Kilpat- 
rick of Northwest Indiana (see CHALLENGE, 1/31) 
and Finley Campbell of Chicago (see CHALLENGE, 


NEW PALTZ, February 28—Signs saying “No War 
Criminals on Campus” and “Jews Against Genocide” 
were among the sea of placards carried by hundreds 
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9/20/23). They both were committed antiracist com- 
rades who did not hold back on the line of the Party 
or in serving the working class. Findley was honored 
with an illustrated story about his involvement in the 


of protestors at SUNY New Paltz today. The demon- 
strators, who included SUNY students and commu- 
nity members, were protesting the presence of Israeli 
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PLP Summer Project in Tupelo, Mississippi in 1979. 


The conversations and connections made at this 
event gave concrete narratives of Black workers be- 
ing key to the communist revolution. Black workers’ 
experience, leadership, and resistance to the deadly 
racist profit system are crucial to getting the whole 
working class out of this miserable capitalist chaos. 


Lastly, the main speech given by a veteran comrade 
emphasized the theme of “No War but Class War”: 


As the worldwide crisis of capitalism intensifies, 
the imperialist bosses of the U.S., Russia, and 
China are sharpening their competition over the 
world’s labor and resources. 


Inter-imperialist rivalry is at an all-time high, 
Jascism and nationalist movements are gaining 
steam and worker-on-worker anger and violence 
are simmering. So as revolutionary communists, 
it is our task to win our class away from ideolo- 
gies that cause them to fight each other, and not 
see the bosses as a true enemy. We have to win 
them towards the revolutionary movement for 
workers’ state power. 


No war but class war sums that up whether it be 
the conflict in Ukraine. No war but class war. The 
genocide in Gaza. No war but class war. Ethio- 
pia, no war but class war. Guyana and Venezue- 
la, No war but class war. Liberal fascists versus 
pro-Trump fascists, no war but class war. Black 
workers being pitted against migrant workers -- 
no war but class war. Or even gang violence in 
Chicago, which is impacting and terrorizing the 
youth and our communities—No war but class 
war. There is a major political education cam- 
paign that we must wage so that workers are pre- 
pared to fight back against and ultimately smash 
fascism. 


Overall, this year’s Black and Red helped us unite 
political education with personal connections in 
a beautiful way. We raised over $400, and several 
friends signed up to be in a PLP study group. Con- 
necting our understanding of past movements to the 
class struggle of the present day will help us continue 
to build a stronger international, multiracial move- 
ment for communism. 


soldiers, members of the IDF (Israeli Defense Force), 
who were brought to campus by the New Paltz Jewish 
Student Union in collaboration with Students Sup- 
porting Israel, a well-funded Zionist organization with 
chapters on dozens of university campuses. A spokes- 
person for the Jewish Student Union said, “I thought 
it would be beneficial to the community to humanize 
these [IDF] people...” The response showed that pol- 
ishing up the image of soldiers who are carrying out 
mass slaughter of women and children is not so easy. 


Plans for a demonstration sprang up shortly after 
the IDF speakers were announced and within days 
300 - 400 angry protestors were chanting loudly in 
the pouring rain. Pro-Palestinian organizations in the 
area, including Students for Justice in Palestine, New 
Paltz Women in Black, Jewish Voice for Peace, and 
others collaborated to get the word out. The energy 
was high. The political thrust of the protest was hu- 
manitarian, including reading the names of hundreds 
of Palestinian children killed in recent weeks. Still, the 
complicity of politicians and the university adminis- 
tration in the ongoing genocide was reflected in many 
chants. 


The rapid and spirited outpouring of political an- 
ger we are seeing, even in places that you won’t read 
about in the bosses’ media, shows that the lid is blow- 
ing off. There are so many people looking for answers 
today, especially young people, that organizers have 
our work cut out for us! Progressive Labor Party (PLP) 
comrades here in the Hudson Valley are becoming 
active in local mass organizations where communist 
politics can be injected into the protests against the 
brutality of imperialist slaughter. 
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LETTERS 


We encourage all CHALLENGE readers to send in letters 


and articles 
about their experiences fighting the bosses worldwide. 


Cuba: international solidarity with working 


class in Gaza 

Thousands of people gathered as part of World 
Day in solidarity with the Palestinian people, so that 
another genocide is not committed, this time in the 
city of Rafah. The event in Havana, Cuba, where I 
am spending a few days with my family, was an anti- 
imperialist tribune, in front of the embassy of the U.S. 
government, attended especially by young people. 
During the protest event, young representatives from 
different sectors of the country spoke, including work- 
ers' unions and several young Palestinians studying at 
the international medical school. Their broken voices 
narrated all the pain and suffering of their people who 
have been carrying on for more than 75 years fighting 
against Zionism and Israeli apartheid in the occupied 
territories. Their families have had to unite and leave 
everything behind. 


All voices agreed in a unanimous condemnation 
of the Zionist government of Israel for the genocide 
committed against the heroic Palestinian people. This 
occasion has cost, in a few months of bombing, the 
lives of more than 30,000 innocent civilians, including 
more than 19,000 lives of children. 


Transit workers say bosses’ attacks mean 
fight back! 


After the recent attack on New York City Transit 
Conductor Alton Scott, city transit workers took a 
brave stand against the Metropolitan Transit Author- 
ity (MTA) bosses. They filled out safety forms and 
refused to operate their trains, causing mass service 
disruptions on several subway lines for a day! Workers 
were and are fed up with the bosses’ failed solutions to 
protect them and for a moment in time realized that 
withholding their labor is part of the solution! The ac- 
tion has the bosses in full attack mode, with Governor 
Kathy Hochul announcing plans for 1,000 members of 
the state police and National Guard to patrol the sub- 
way in response. When capitalism is in crisis the ruling 
class has no real answer to the racist unemployment, 
lack of housing, mental health, and drug addiction ail- 
ments their system creates. Instead they are ratchet- 
ing up their attacks on workers, specifically Black and 
Latin workers. These actions don’t serve to keep riders 
safe but instead foster an environment of fear and un- 
willingness to fight back. 

Capitalist media tells us day in and day out that 
the only way to solve these anti-social behaviors in 
the working class comes through their fascist Klans- 


Black and Red, untold history part Ill: 


MLK’s class contradictions 


Continued from page 8 


gues, who shaped its political choices as much as 
... the Communist International (NYT, 6/6/15). 


Like the Scottsboro campaign 20 years earlier the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott, initiated when Rosa Parks 
refused to move to the Black section of a Montgomery, 
Alabama bus, drew world-wide attention to the fight 
against racism in the segregated South. The fight for 
civil rights became a major embarrassment to the U.S. 
ruling-class. At the time, China, the world’s largest 
country was communist-led, as was the Soviet Union. 
These two worker super powers provided leadership 
and support to anti-imperialist movements across Af- 
rica, Asia, and South America. 


U.S. rulers forced to 
support Civil Rights Movement 

The U.S tried to counter the growing communist- 
led movements by championing capitalist democ- 
racy, but at every turn the racist conditions forced on 
Black workers in the United States and the increasing 
demonstrations against those conditions undercut 
the U.S. bosses’ attempts to gain support. 


Under increasing pressure, the U.S. bosses were 
forced into tacitly supporting the growing civil rights 
movement. At the same time, they were terrified of 
the movement that brought together hundreds of 
thousands of Black and white workers and students in 
the fight against segregation. The U.S. ruling-class, be- 
tween a rock and a hard place, tried to gain control of 
the movement by both working with and threatening 
Martin Luther King. 


John E Kennedy and later Lyndon B. Johnson 
worked with Martin Luther King to end official Jim 
Crow. The bosses’ legal arm led by Attorney General 
Robert Kennedy and FBI boss J. Edgar Hoover, spied 
on and tried to disrupt and control the movement by 
building anti-communism. The bosses’ goal was to 
limit the movement to blaming the smaller Southern 
bosses for all of the racism in the country and ignore 
the racist conditions in the North. 


Liberal misleaders attack 
antiracists and communists 
The ruling-class went after every leader and institu- 
tion connected to the civil rights movement to try to 
keep it under control. Martin Luther King as the lead- 
ing figure of the movement came under particular at- 
tack and pressure. 


In 1963 King bowed to the wishes of the Kennedy 
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Administration and fired SCLC employee Jack 
O’Dell after the FBI alleged that he was a com- 
munist. King also agreed to cease direct com- 
munication with his friend and closest white 
advisor, Stanley Levison, although he eventually 
resumed contact with him in March 1965. FBI 
surveillance and bugs tracked King’s political 
associations and produced evidence of King’s 
extramarital sexual activities—information that 
was later leaked to some reporters. 


In 1965 King faced questions from journalists on 
Meet the Press about his association with Ten- 
nessee’s Highlander Folk School, which had been 
branded a “Communist training school” on bill- 
boards that appeared throughout Alabama dur- 
ing the Selma to Montgomery March and showed 
King attending a Highlander workshop. (Stan- 
ford University King Encyclopedia) 


Communist leadership was 
instrumental in Civil Rights movement 
King was a contradictory figure. He publicly pro- 

fessed anti-communism, yet he was undoubtedly 
influenced by the communist movement and recog- 
nized that communism reflected the desires of an ex- 
ploited working-class oppressed by racism. 


Indeed, it may be that communism is a necessary 
corrective for a Christianity that has been all too 
passive and a democracy that has been all too in- 
ert. Communism should challenge us to be more 
concerned about social justice. However much is 
wrong with communism, we must admit that it 
arose as a protest against the hardships of the un- 
derprivileged. The Communist Manifesto, which 
was published in 1847 by Marx and Engels, em- 
phasizes throughout how the middle-class has 
exploited the lower-class. Communism in society 
is a classless society. Along with this goes a strong 
attempt to eliminate racial prejudice. Commu- 
nism seeks to transcend the superficialities of 
race and color, and you are able to join the Com- 
munist Party whatever the color of your skin or 
the quality of your blood.” (MLK speech “Can a 
Christian be a Communist”) 


At the end of the famed march from Selma to Mont- 
gomery, King gave perhaps his clearest speech on the 
roots of racism as a tool used by the bosses to divide 
the working-class: 

Racial segregation as a way of life did not come 
about as a natural result of hatred between the 
races immediately after the Civil War. There were 
no laws segregating the races then...the segre- 
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men in Blue, complemented by their cousins in the 
fascist military. This is the same National Guard that 
has no qualms about taking in proud card-carrying 
Neo-Nazis in their ranks! While he forces cuts on the 
city’s critical social services, liberal Mayor Eric Adams 
funds the New York Police Department to the tune of 
$11 billion, the largest police budget in the country. It’s 
the same cycle: after another of these attacks, more 
cops flood the trains, yet the attacks continue. Now 
military forces stand armed with rifles outside Grand 
Central as a show of the ruling class’s power, while im- 
poverished families struggle to pay their rent and put 
food on the table. 


Meanwhile, racist Adams blames these cuts on mi- 
grant workers escaping U.S. imperialism’s clutches, 
despite his city council projecting the city to take in an 
additional $1 billion more than expected for the fiscal 
year! MTA workers and riders have nothing to gain 
when looking to these stooges for protection. 


The Progressive Labor Party knows only the work- 
ing class can put a permanent end to worker-on-worker 
assaults. Join us in the fight for not just a safer subway 
system, but a world where workers can be safe once 
and for all: a communist world. 


gation of the races was really a political strata- 
gem...to keep the southern masses divided and 
southern labor the cheapest in the land. You 
see, it was a simple thing to keep the poor white 
masses working for near-starvation wages in 
the years that followed the Civil War. Why, if the 
poor white plantation or mill worker became 
dissatisfied with his low wages, the plantation or 
mill owner would merely threaten to fire him and 
hire former Negro slaves and pay him even less. 
Thus, the southern wage level was kept almost 
unbearably low. 


Later King began to expand his public activity to ad- 
dress the war in Vietnam and attempted to extoll the 
U.S. to end the war on communism. 


[I]n the summer of 1965 the press reported King’s 
off-the-cuff remarks to a Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference rally in Virginia: “We're 
not going to defeat Communism with bombs and 
guns and gases.... We must work this out in the 
framework of our democracy” (“Dr. King De- 
clares”). 


In his 1967 book, Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos 
or Community? King decried 


America’s “morbid fear of communism,” arguing 
that it prevented people from embracing a “revo- 
lutionary spirit and ... declaring eternal opposi- 
tion to poverty, racism, and militarism.” (Stan- 
ford University King Encyclopedia) 


Ruling class violence met 
with antiracist workers’ rebellion 


While there are so many unanswered questions 
about the assassination of Martin Luther King in 
1968, like the killing of Malcolm X, it coincided with 
an expansion in King’s political focus from civil rights 
for Black workers in the United States to fighting for 
economic rights for the working class and oppos- 
ing imperialism. King was killed in Memphis where 
he was actively supporting striking Black sanitation 
workers. 


As the ruling-class pressured King and ultimately 
murdered him, the working-class became increas- 
ingly politicized. Rebellions of Black workers rocked 
Newark, Watts, Harlem and Detroit and U.S Soldiers 
were rebelling against the war in Vietnam. In spite of 
the bosses’ attempts to smother the movement, the 
working-class was rising up. The bosses may have 
hoped that killing King would stop the movement but 
instead the attack hardened the resolve of the work- 
ing-class, particularly Black workers, to continue to 
fight. 
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working women leadership 
vital to communist revolution 


All the many brands of suppression - racism, 
sexism, heterosexism, ageism, classism - are his- 
torical; they have not always been with us. It was 
not ever thus. And it’s not going to be this way, 
come the revolution. 


— Clara Zetkin 


March 8 marked the 115th International Work- 
ing Women’s Day since its initial celebration by 
NYC garments workers in 1909. The date was 
chosen in recognition of a rebellion by women 
workers that began the overthrow of both feudal- 
ism and capitalism in Russia during the victori- 
ous October Revolution of 1917. In 2024 working 
women around the world remain leaders of class 
struggle, defying the bosses’ sexist divisions as 
well as all other divisions meant to divide what 
would be an undefeatable, united working class. 


From Palestine to Sudan working class wom- 
en are serving as leaders in meeting the needs 
of their communities. From New York to Haiti, 
working women are leading struggles against the 
bosses to ignite the revolutionary consciousness 
of their fellow workers. 


In February Dr. Amira Al-Assouli, a physician 
working in occupied Palestine, displayed both 
indomitable courage and collectivism by run- 
ning through Israeli gunfire to rescue an individ- 
ual at the entrance of the Nasser Medical Com- 
plex in Khan Yunis. [Palestine Chronicle 2/11). 
When interviewed later about the incident, with 
the incident widely circulating on social media, 
Al-Assouli said “If I feel someone needs me, I 
will never think about my life.” Her words and 
her actions prove how women and all working- 
class people’s values stand in stark contrast to the in- 
dividualism championed by the capitalist system that 
is funding and profiting from Israel’s genocidal occu- 
pation of Gaza. 


Al-Assouli, herself a displaced refugee, had her 
home destroyed in an Israeli bombing, is far from the 


only worker volunteering to help other working class 
people being killed and maimed in Gaza. Many other 
workers in Gaza and around the world are putting 
their lives on the line to help their fellow workers dur- 
ing one of capitalism’s countless attacks on workers, 
serving nothing but the pockets of bosses, worldwide. 


In Sudan, women workers are responding to Su- 


RED EYE ON THE NEWS... 


dan’s own civil war, working to provide 
shelter, food, medical and healthcare sup- 
plies, as well as psychological support to 
workers displaced and in need of aid (UN 
Women July, 2023). Women also play cru- 
cial journalistic roles in conflicts world- 
wide, providing the working class with vital 
information about attacks on the working 
class. 


Women workers in leadership 

The Progressive Labor Party (PLP) fights 
to smash capitalism along with its special 
oppression against women that hurts all 
workers. Sexism forces women to prioritize 
reproductive labor, such as cooking, clean- 
ing, and care work, promotes sexist culture 
that cheapens, degrades, and helps enable 
the exploitation and abuse of women as 
sexual objects. Capitalist-bred sexism pits 
men and women against each other, driv- 
ing the global epidemic of femicide, in oth- 
er words the murder of women and girls. 

From NJ to Colombia, women in PLP are 
pushing to make the outcry against the Is- 
raeli State’s genocidal occupation of Gaza a 
fight against the system which created the 
occupation, capitalism. Women comrades 
have worked to attain positions of trust and 
respect in mass organizations, led chants, 
and sold CHALLENGE to workers. This is 
in marked contrast to reformist leaders and 
politicians making meaningless, toothless 
calls for ceasefires that not only fail to help 
women under attack by capitalist, imperi- 
alist attacks but in fact provide ideological 
cover for them. 


Where workers worldwide are looking for leader- 
ship, women communist leaders are meeting that 
need! Join them in the fight for a communist future 
without sexism! Join PLP! 


Yes, Haitian President 
Aristide was deposed by CIA 


The Grayzone, 3/1—A spectacular jailbreak in 
Gonaives, Haiti in August 2002 saw a bulldozer smash 
through the local prison walls, allowing armed sup- 
porters of Amiot “Cubain” Métayer, a gang leader 
jailed weeks earlier for harassing Haitian political fig- 
ures, to overrun the facility. Métayer escaped, as did 
158 other prisoners. Among them were perpetrators 
of the April 1994 Raboteau massacre, which left doz- 
ens of Haitians dead and displaced. The victims were 
supporters of popular anti-imperial President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide. Documents released... reveal that 
the jailbreak was part of a complex US intelligence op- 
eration, aimed at undermining Aristide’s presidency. 
At the heart of this operation was Janice L. Elmore, a 
CIA operative working undercover as a Department of 
State “Political Officer” in the Port-au-Prince US Em- 
bassy at the time. 

The breakout set in motion a violent regime change 
campaign, which ultimately ousted Aristide from of- 
fice on February 29, 2004. After being deposed and 
flown to South Africa, Aristide claimed to have been 
“kidnapped” by US forces and directly accused Wash- 
ington of orchestrating the plot. 


French capitalists benefit 


from war In Ukraine 

France24, 3/11-Ukraine has become the world's 
fourth-largest arms importer, while France has re- 
placed Russia as the world's second-largest exporter 
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behind the United States. Arms imports to Europe 
rose by 94 percent in 2019-2023, compared to the 
preceding five-year period, while overall global arms 
transfers decreased slightly, according to a report by 
the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute 
(SIPRI)...The increase is "partially explained by the 
war in Ukraine, and Ukraine has become the fourth 
largest importer of arms in the world in the last five 
years" ...in the 2019-2023 period, 55 percent of imports 
to Europe were from the US, up from 35 percent in the 
2014-2018 period...While Russia's exports declined, 
France saw its own grow by 47 percent, thereby nar- 
rowly edging out Russia to become the world's sec- 
ond-largest exporter. 
Being “anticapitalist" may 
lead to FBI investigation 

The Intercept, 3/7-Aaron Bushnell’s death by 
self-immolation in front of the Israeli Embassy in 
Washington last month has provoked nationwide 
soul-searching about the war in Gaza. For the U.S. 
government though, the airman’s death excites a dif- 
ferent kind of search: for so-called extremists, particu- 
larly left-wing ones. Last Wednesday, Sen. Tom Cot- 
ton...sent a letter to Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin 
asking why and how the Pentagon could tolerate an 
airman like Bushnell in its ranks. Calling his death 
“an act of horrific violence” that was “in support of 
a terrorist group [Hamas]”..Bushnell’s posts on Red- 
dit and other social media platforms before his death 
reflected this embrace of anarchism...the FBI main- 
tains a program specifically for combating anarchists, 
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called the Anarchist Extremism Program...An internal 
FBI threat advisory obtained by The Intercept defines 
Anarchist Violent Extremists as individuals “who con- 
sider capitalism and centralized government to be 
unnecessary and oppressive,’ and “oppose economic 
globalization; political, economic, and social hierar- 
chies based on class, religion, race, gender, or private 
ownership of capital; and external forms of authority 
represented by centralized government, the military, 
and law enforcement.” 


Military bloc forming in challenge 
to U.S.-dominated NATO 


Barron’s, 3/11-The navies of China, Russia, and 
Iran are staging joint drills in the Gulf of Oman this 
week, Beijing said Monday. The military activities -- 
to be conducted from Monday through Friday -- are 
aimed at "jointly maintaining regional maritime secu- 
rity", according to a statement published on the social 
media platform WeChat by China's defense ministry. 
"China will send... guided-missile destroyer Urumqi, 
guided-missile frigate Linyi, and comprehensive sup- 
ply ship Dongpinghu to participate in the exercise," 
the statement added, without providing further de- 
tails... This year's round of joint exercises coincides 
with soaring tensions in the region as the war in Gaza 
rages and Iran-backed Houthi rebels in Yemen have 
launched a flurry of attacks on ships in the Red Sea. 
Russian state media reported that a detachment of 
ships from the country's Pacific Fleet, led by the Var- 
yag cruiser, arrived at the Iranian port of Chah Bahar 
on Monday ahead of the drills. 
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CHALLENGE strives to be the communist paper for 
and by the international working class. We call on all 
readers, supporters, and comrades to submit class 
struggle articles, analytical pieces, original photos and 
graphics, letters, and political cartoons. 


Send to desafio.challenge@gmail.com. For some guid- 
ance and house style rules, please go to 
www.bit.ly/338ZJow 


All submissions are open to collective discussion, 
struggle, and change. See sidebar on page 2 about 
fighting for collectivity and against a cult of the 
individual. 


The communist movement both helped inspire and 
was shaped by the antiracist struggle for civil rights in 
the U.S. Martin Luther King Jr. and many of the lead- 
ing civil rights figures were influenced by the Commu- 
nist Party (CP). Rosa Parks had attended Communist 
Party meetings and been trained as an organizer at 
the Highlander Folk School in Tennessee which had 
been supported by members and friends of the CP. 
Bayard Rustin, Stanley Levinson and Jack O’Dell, who 
all played important roles in King’s organization, the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, that grew 
out of the Montgomery Bus Boycott, were active at 
various times in the communist movement. 


Just as important was the 25-year history of the 
Communist Party in Alabama led by Black workers 
leading many struggles against racism and build- 
ing several organizations including the International 
Labor Defense, the Sharecroppers Union, the Inter- 
national Workers Order, the League of Young South- 
erners, and the Southern Negro Youth Congress that 
in total involved around 20,000 mainly Black workers. 
These organizations were at their peak in the 1930’s, 


but the experience of fighting against racism and for 
the needs of the working-class laid the basis for the 
fight against Jim Crow laws in the 1950’s and 60’s. 


The Party inspired loyalty for reasons beyond 
simply an affinity for Marxist ideas. It was the 
campaigns communists ran against police bru- 
tality, the practice of lynching and the Jim Crow 
laws that made their politics relevant to the lives 
of ordinary people. In the North as well as the 
South, on soapboxes on the streets of Harlem 
as well as on plots of sharecropped land in Ala- 
bama, Communist organizing addressed the... 
concerns of black people. 


Communists believed that organizing the work- 
ing-class would work only if white workers real- 
ized that their liberation, too, was bound up with 
the fate of Black workers... 


In short, American Communism was a move- 
ment that grew out of what the historian Robin 
D. G. Kelley, the author of “Hammer and Hoe: 
Alabama Communists During the Great Depres- 
sion,” calls “the most despised and dispossessed 
elements of American society.” “It was the Black 
workers drawn to the party, Professor Kelley ar- 
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